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■Abstract
Previously , restoration and recovery in disaster-stricken communities has
tended to involve drastic rethinking of urban planning and redevelopment, based
on mobilization of knowledge and technology in the area of natural science, par-
ticularly civil engineering. As long as the concept of recovery is dependent on
civil engineering knowledge and technology, the content of recovery too will re-
vert back to creating something which is better from a civil engineering perspec-
tive. However, in the recovery of disaster-stricken communities, experience shows
that thought and innovation must be applied not only to the “hardware” aspects,
but also to the “software”. Work is necessary to clearly conceptualize and theoreti-
cally ground the empirical knowledge which is vaguely expressed with the word
“software”. Thus this paper presents a new approach called symbolic recovery.
The assumption of the concept of symbolic recovery is the recognition that if
people do not genuinely feel that “we have recovered”, then recovery has not been
achieved, even if the area can be regarded as having recovered according to objec-
tive criteria such as civil engineering. Recovery is something which becomes real
at the level of the symbolic semantic system of people. For that reason, in order
for people to achieve a sense of recovery, it is necessary to consolidate a construc-
tive perspective toward rituals for creating recovery at the symbolic level.
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